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Coast sows tend to produce single lit-

deliver them to charities tr people tO eat

Photo by va Spitz-BIum Cr of four-to-six piglets each year Mr. except that the Department ol Agri
Ne culture has declared that all meat must hethe mudhole behind Ryan

rector of the Jiko In droughts and other times of stress. Inspecteu uciore flu aitci itjatCiI.

at located on Skyline the wild sows caii shut downtheir repro-
IliOst meat goes to tallow factories.

1960s and 1970s by the ductiVe cycle Mr. Nec says. But in Mr. Nee supports controlling pigs with
iears ago -- before the

good times they can crank up their re- fences that are feet high and firmly at-
gentle wetland that

productive rate. tached to the ground so that pigs cant digigered red-legged frogs
Pigs are omnivorous. with diet chang- under with their strong snouts. The best

ing vith the season. During the summer solution is fcncing he
says.

Committee of the open space district recently. on one property soon go to another they say. pigs arc game animal in California they are second onlyLt. Dennis Baldwin. wildlife manager for the depart- The Department ot Fish and Gane which issues to deer in popularity and the number taken each yearnient in Monterey responded that the proposed memo- hunting licenses deals with these groups separately and and they bring substantial revenue to the Department ofrandum would be difficult to enforce because it included sees no reason to change. Food Game from sale of licenses and tags. Each hunt-
private landowners as well as public agencies. It would Environmental

groups mostly favor pig control cx- in license costs $28. 10 and tag for five pigs costscreate another level of bureaucracy. he told the Al- cept for animal supporters who dont want them killed. $7.50. according to Lt. Baldwin.
manac. believe this can be handled through present reg- Meanwhile the pigs arc moving north from their core Vhile hunting may be an effective way to manage pigsulations.

habitat mostly in Monterey and Santa Crui counties. Be- in sonic areas. its not much use in south Skyline. Hunt-
After listening to half dozen speakers the open space sides park and private lands. theyve been rooting pre- ing is not allowed in the public parks and open space predistrict subcommittee promised the district would launch serves of the open space district. causing significant serves that occupy almost half lie land and privatethree-year trial program for controlling pigs with the

properties are mostly too small for hunting.first $20.000 to be included in its up-coming budget. Di-
.-.- The department does issue depredation permits to in-rector Betsy Crowder from Portola Valley also promised dividuals or agencies that Can demonstrate that pigs are

major effort to develop regional program with county damaging their property. These perniits allow pigs to beand state agencies and to research alternatives to trapping.
_-.

taken by trap no leg-hold traps and by hunting atsuch contr tceptives ot sterilizatioii
night IklLrilnL to piiv itc liiidonei in the south Sk\was absolutely shocked by the damage. You can-

..

line area Lt. Baldwin notes that only two have receivednot tell it from photos Mrs. Crowder said. Hills that are -S

depredation permits. Why is it that more people haventalmost vertical are totally shorn of vegetation. All vege- __ applied dont understand he ay.tation has been rooted from creeks. think this is real
.. .- When the department refused to allow the memorandumcrisis.

of understandjn for regional control of pigs its sisterAmi Jaqua drew this sow and piglets. They look like striped

watermelons with le agency the Department of Parks and Recreation. pulledHow to control
out. We dont want pigs. said George Gray ecologist forThere are roughly three

groups involved in the debate damage on the Long Ridge and Russian Ridge preserves ..state parks in the Santa Cruz District. But we want reover what to do about pigs in south San Matco County Theyve been seen on lower Windy Hill near Sausal gional approach to the elimination of pigs. You cant doSouth Skyline residents state and
county park offi- Pond adds Jodi Isaacs resource management specialist it in just one park or several parks it you chase pigs outcials and the open space district want regional approach for the open Space district.

to controlling the rising number of pigs. Pigs threatened One key problem in managing pig problems By law.
Continued on next page
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